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But Hedley was fated to wander even farther. After
the lapse of five years he could no longer withstand
his craving for the Orient. This time he explored
Egypt* A Cairo congregation asked him to decorate
its new mosque. His graceful work delighted the elders,
who paid him great honour. The artist decided to stay
in the fascinating town, not so much on account of its
picturesqueness as of its congenial Mahomedan life.

For a while he abandoned scene-painting and became
an Egyptian citizen, a moustached figure in a red fez
and dressed like the natives who lived in the Arab
quarter of Cairo.

It took him time to understand many of the subtly
obscure local customs. Thus in the early stage of his
orientalization Churchward caused a painful commotion
at a banquet by declining to eat from the principal
dish because he felt unwell With a grim face the host
ordered the servants to take it away. Only later did
a friend whisper to Mahmoud that as the chief it was
necessary for him to touch the food ere his companions
could eat.

Soon enough, however, Hedley grew thoroughly versed
in all such points of decorum. Little boys just about
to be married, often called to ask him to their weddings.
Since these lads were nearly always complete strangers,
the painter knew the only reason for their coming was
the expectation of a present, A piastre or two invariably
brought the promise that when Mahmoud Mobarek him-